Chapter 17 – The Roman Republic
6th Grade History

Q and A

17-1 p. 482

1. What are the two myths about the origins of Rome?
· Aeneas was a Trojan warrior that settled there,

His descendants founded Rome

· Romulus and Remus were saved by a she-wolf after being sent down the Tiber River

Romulus kills Remus over a disagreement on where to settle

Romulus founded Rome

2. How did geography help shape the development of Rome?

· Arable land for farming

· Navigate the rivers

· Tiber River runs through Rome, and too shallow for large ships to attack

· Terrain not too rugged = easier to travel by land

· Crossroads for trade

· Volcanoes and low hills

· Good crops
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1. How did the government of Rome move from a monarchy to a republic?

· Romans grew tired of Etruscan monarchy

Overthrew the Etruscan king

Establish a republic

2. Explain the differences between patricians and plebeians.

	Patricians
	Plebeians

	· Upper class of Rome

· Ran the govt. through the Senate

· Social and economic leaders

· 10% of population
	· Common people of Rome

· Little power and influence

· Could not become priests

· 90% of population

· Sold as slaves if could not pay debts

· Restricted to the plebeian class
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1. Explain the role of each branch of Rome’s tripartite government.

a. Magistrates

b. Senate

c. Assemblies

2. Explain the three main parts of Rome’s constitution.

a. Checks and balances

b. Rule of Law

c. Lex Hortensia
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1. Explain the two key virtues that Romans admired in their leaders.

a. Gravitas

b. Civic Virtue

